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Mesandum, and Kas-el-Hadd, the extreme eastern shoulder of
the Peninsula. Arabs give to 'Oman, however, a much wider
range, extending it from Aboo-De'bee, a village on the easterly
limit of the territory now occupied by Benoo-Yass, to the
neighbourhood of Dofar itself, far down the southern coast,
with whatever lands lie between these points. 'Oman thus
taken comprises the province of Mahrah, to cite our own geo-
graphers, the promontory of Bfis-el-B^idd, and the entire
district thence reaching to the "Pirate coast," with whatever
belongs to Eas Mesandum on either side. The 'Oman of
Arabia touches accordingly Haclramaut on the south, and Katar,
or at least its immediate vicinity, on the north, and forms a
huge crescent, having the sea in front, and the vast desert of
Southern Arabia for background. But in a political sense of
frequent occurrence, 'Oman has a yet wider acceptation, since
it then includes, besides the above-named territory, that also of
Benoo-Yass, Katar, the Akhaf, all the islands of the Persian
Gulf from Bahreyn eastward, namely, Djishm, Onmiz (or
Hormooz, as the natives call it), Larej, and many others of lesser
note, besides the entire coast on the Persian side from Kfis
Bostanah to Djask. Lastly, the same rule extends over a long-
strip of the African shore opposite to Zanjibar, while the island
that bears that name, Socotra too, and whatever adjoins them,
are subject to the 'Omanee sceptre*

A first glance at the map will convince my readers that
'Oman is essentially a maritime kingdom, namely, one in which
commerce and sea-trade must play an important, perhaps the
most important part. Yet the land possessions are by no
means wanting in intrinsic value. 'Oman proper, as we may
not unsuitably call the province which has given its name to
the entire empire, is, it would seem, the richest portion of the
Arabian peninsula, both in agricultural produce and in mineral
treasures, while its extent inland is sufficient to afford ample
field for industrial labour of every description. The African
possessions are said to be also very fertile, at least in part; but
for these I must refer my readers to other authorities than
myself, having never crossed the line to the south. But what-
ever may be the land wealth of 'Oman, it is principally the
immense extent of sea-coast, and the important position of"that